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A DOCUMENT-BASED ANALYSIS OF THE 
CAUSES OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
This question is based on the accompanying documents. The question is designed to test your ability to work with historical documents. As you analyze the documents, take into account the source of each document and any point of view that may be presented in the document. Use the Guidelines for Source Analysis to help you analyze the reliability, credibility, and objectivity of your sources. 

Directions: Write a well-organized essay of at least 500 words that includes: (1) an introduction, (2) a body consisting of at least three paragraphs which contain a thesis statement (main idea) and supporting arguments, and (3) a conclusion. 


Historical Context: The 1760’s and 1770’s were years of dissatisfaction and rebellion for colonial America. The clashes between the colonists and Great Britain resulted in the American Revolution. It brought freedom for the colonists and gave birth of the United States.

Task: Using information from the accompanying documents and your knowledge of American history, describe the events leading up to the Revolutionary War. Include information about:
 

· The acts passed by the British Parliament 

· Political cartoons 

· Newspaper articles 

· Engravings of pictures 

· Protests and clashes between the colonists and the British

Guidelines: In your essay, be sure to: 

· Develop all aspects of the task (i.e., the events leading up to the Revolutionary War).  

·  Incorporate information from the accompanying documents 

· Incorporate relevant outside information 

· Support your thesis (main idea) with relevant facts, examples, and details 

· Use a logical and clear plan of organization, including an introduction and conclusion
Document 1
	Source: Proclamation of 1763
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After the French and Indian War, England controlled all of North America east of the Mississippi River. Many colonists wanted to move across the Appalachian Mountains to Ohio Country, the great western frontier that the French had controlled before the war. The British government however, passed a law called the Proclamation of 1763, saying that these lands were to be reserved for the Indian Nations.  By making this land “Indian Territory,” the British hoped to prevent any further Native American conflicts. The law stated that colonists could not move westward over the Appalachian Mountains. Those settlers who were already living there were to return to the east. By keeping colonists contained east of the Appalachians, the British could also more easily collect taxes from the colonists.



Document 2
	
Source: Stamp Act (1765)
The French and Indian War had been costly for the British.  In order to help pay for the war, the British Parliament placed new taxes on their colonies in America. Parliament passed the Stamp Act on November 1, 1765.  Colonists were now required to pay a tax on all forms of printed materials.  They began to challenge England’s right to tax without colonial representation in Parliament. As colonial protests grew, slogans such as, "No taxation without representation," began to be heard.  
The English money system in 1765, worked like this: 

12 pence = 1 shilling  

20 shillings = 1 pound or 240 pence
Table of Taxed Items and Amount of Tax

COURT DOCUMENTS
PUBLICATIONS
LAND
Summonses, warrants,

depositions, bail

2 shillings

Pamphlets, newspapers, and public notices 
½ pence to 1shilling per page 
Warrants for surveying land, per 100 acres
6 pence
Pleadings

3 pence

Newspaper advertisements
2 shillings
Grants or deeds of land, under 100 acres
1 shilling

6 pence
Decrees, sentences, and dismissals

4 shillings

Almanacs and calendars 
4 pence per year
Every additional 100 acres
6 pence
Appeals, writs of error, official copies of any court record

10 shillings

Registration of any grant or deed of land
3 pence
AMUSEMENTS
COMMERCE AND TRADE 

LICENSES
Playing cards, per pack 

1 shilling

Bills of lading and clearance for items exported from the Colonies
4 pence
Lawyer’s license 
10 pounds
Dice, per pair 

10 shillings

Indentures, leases, contracts,  bills of sale, articles of 

apprenticeship
2 shillings
6 pence
Retail wine license/Retail liquor license
4 pounds/

1 pound
WILLS
ADMISSIONS
Probates of wills, letters of  administration or guardianship for estates valued at 20 pounds or more

5 shillings

Registration at or commencement from university, college, or seminary

2 pounds

Admission to public office (militia officers and judges) 

10 shillings



Document 3
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Document 4
	
Source: Benjamin Franklin, woodcut – America’s first political cartoon (May 9, 1754)
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Benjamin Franklin published this print of a snake in his newspaper in 1754, during the French and Indian War.  His goal at this time was to persuade the colonists to join forces with the British Army to defend the colonies and defeat the French. Copies were reprinted in newspapers throughout the colonies. We call this sketch a political cartoon. This is believed to be the first political cartoon printed in America. Political cartoons are not always humorous. They are drawn to show the reader how the cartoon’s creator feels about a topic or issue. In 1764, Franklin’s snake came to have a new meaning.  American Patriots used the print as a symbol for uniting the colonies to gain independence.



Document 5
	Source: llustration of the Quartering Act (1765)
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In 1765, the British sent 40,000 soldiers to the colonies to help collect taxes from the colonists. The Quartering Act forced colonists to provide British troops with living quarters, food, and supplies. The British Parliament told some American colonists that they must let the soldiers live in their homes. Many colonists had strong feelings about this new British law and the overwhelming presence of British troops. In the colony of New York, which was the headquarters for the British Army, distrust of the British soldiers grew. 



Document 6
	Source: John Dickinson, Letters From a Farmer in Pennsylvania to the Inhabitants of the British Colonies (1767-1768)
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John Dickinson was one of America’s champions of freedom for the colonies. Dickinson, a prominent Pennsylvania lawyer, published several newspaper articles in 1767 and 1768, which came to be known as “Letters  from a Farmer in Pennsylvania.” He believed that many of England’s taxes were unfair and denied the colonists their rights. He urged colonists to protest these taxes and take action by peacefully boycotting (refusing to purchase) taxed goods.

Partial Transcription: There is another late act of parliament, which appears to me to be unconstitutional, and as destructive to the liberty of these 

colonies, as that mentioned in my last letter; that is, the act for 

granting the duties* on paper, glass, &c…Never did the British parliament, till the period … think of imposing duties in America, FOR THE PURPOSE OF RAISING A REVENUE [an internal tax]. Here then, my dear countrymen ROUSE yourselves, and behold the ruin hanging over your heads. If you ONCE admit, that Great-Britain may lay duties upon her exportations to us, for the purpose of levying money on us only, she then will have nothing to do but to lay those duties on the articles which she prohibits us to manufacture- and the tragedy of American liberty is finished . . . If Great-Britain can order us to come to her for necessaries we want, and can order us to pay what taxes she pleases before we take them away, or when we land them here, we are as abject slaves…




Document 7
	
Source: Paul Revere, Engraving of the Boston Massacre (1770)

To the colonists of Boston in 1770, British troops seemed to have overrun their city.  Tensions between Great Britain and the American colonists were growing. The presence of British soldiers angered colonists, especially the young Patriots, who at times tormented, threatened, and scuffled with the soldiers. On March 5, 1770, after a group of young men threw rocks and snowballs at British troops, a fight erupted. In the brawl, the soldiers killed three men and wounded eight, two later died from their wounds. This incident became known as the "Boston Massacre." Paul Revere, a well-known Boston Patriot, made an engraving picturing what he called “The Bloody Massacre* Perpetrated in King Street, Boston”. Although the engraving of the event was not accurate, or true to what really happened that night, it caused a huge outpouring of Patriot resentment and anger against England.



Document 8
	
Source: George Hewes, An Eyewitness Account of the Boston Tea Party (1773)

The tea destroyed was contained in three ships, lying near each other at … Griffin's wharf, and were surrounded by armed ships of war… 
It was now evening, and I immediately dressed myself in the costume of an Indian, equipped with a small hatchet… and a club, after having painted my face and hands with coal dust in the shop of a blacksmith, I repaired to Griffin's wharf, where the ships lay that contained the tea. When I first appeared in the street after being thus disguised, I fell in with many who were dressed, equipped and painted as I was, and who fell in with me and marched in order to the place of our destination. 
When we arrived at the wharf, … they divided us into three parties, for the purpose of boarding the three ships which contained the tea ... as soon as we were on board the ship … [they] ordered me to go to the captain and demand of him the keys to the hatches and a dozen candles. I made the demand accordingly, and the captain promptly replied, and delivered the articles; but requested me at the same time to do no damage to the ship or rigging. We then were ordered by our commander to open the hatches and take out all the chests of tea and throw them overboard, and we immediately proceeded … first cutting and splitting the chests with our tomahawks, so as thoroughly to expose them to the effects of the water. 
In about three hours from the time we went on board, we had thus broken and thrown overboard every tea chest to be found in the ship, while those in the other ships were disposing of the tea in the same way, at the same time. We were surrounded by British armed ships, but no attempt was made to resist us…









Colonists Protest the Stamp Act





The Boston Chronicle, Monday, December 21, 1767








